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The crossover literary sensation...now in paperback!   Through the lens of Kelly Link's vivid

imagination, nothing is what it seems, and everything deserves a second look. From the multiple

award- winning "The Faery Handbag," in which a teenager's grandmother carries an entire village

(or is it a man-eating dog?) in her handbag, to the near-future of "The Surfer," whose narrator (a

soccer-playing skeptic) waits with a planeload of refugees for the aliens to arrive, these ten stories

are funny and full of unexpected insights and skewed perspectives on the world. Kelly Link's fans

range from Michael Chabon to Peter Buck of R.E.M. to Holly Black of Spiderwick Chronicles fame.

Now teens can have their world rocked too!
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In a dual review of her previous collections, Stranger Things Happen and Magic for Beginners a

couple of years ago, I wrote the following about Kelly Link:"...for the last decade, [Link] has

demonstrated an unparalleled mastery of the short story form in every sense of that word. In

retrospect, to say she has mastered the form is perhaps an understatement: not only has she tamed

this particular beast, she's taught it a few new tricks. Her talent and dedication shine through in each

and every tale.Link's collections are treasure troves of creative storytelling, each volume a

celebration of the power of the imagination, each story a unique, glittering gem worthy of careful and



repeated inspection. Combining fantastic concepts with familiar elements of the real world, Link's

works reveal there are myriad ways of interpreting and portraying "reality". You'll rarely encounter a

writer as warm, adventurous, eclectic and sharp witted as Link. Fearless, there is no place she won't

go; empathic, she effortlessly conveys to her audience the nuances of her characters' pain,

bewilderment, joy and understanding."I'm pleased to report that Link's latest collection, Pretty

Monsters, bears out these words, providing incontrovertible evidence that she is, as Peter Straub

once said, "the most impressive writer of her generation.
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